
Today there are many pregnant and homeless young women who 
find themselves alone. We know because they call Birthright and tell us their stories. They ask us to find 
them a place to live and we try to help them. Sometimes agency phone lines are busy, there are waiting lists, 
an application to fill out, and few openings. 
 

Circumstances vary with our clients --- she was staying with friends and now they tell her they can’t 
live with someone pregnant; she was living with her brother who was evicted from his apartment and now 
she has to find another place; or she was living with her grandmother who said she has to leave her home 
and can’t stay with her anymore. 

 
One girl asked for a place that was “warm.” Another didn’t want to go to a shelter, but if that’s all 

there was, she would go. And one girl worried she would have to give her baby away. 

irthright of Pittsburgh, Inc. 
"It is the right of every pregnant woman to give birth and the right of every child to be 
born. " - Louise Summerhill, founder, Birthright International (1968) 

160 N. Craig St, Suite 200 Pittsburgh, PA 15213                 Volume 45, No. 3    Summer 2016 

Pregnant and homeless ... 

45 Years in Pittsburgh! 



“A baby will make love stronger, days shorter, nights longer, bank balance 
smaller, home happier, clothes dirty, the past forgotten, and the future 

worth living for.”--Anonymous 

Megan Cala, volunteer, (L) and Adriana 
Larregina, board member, spend time 
coordinating outreach to churches. 

• Preemie clothing- boys and girls 
• Newborn clothing- girls and boys 
• Boys assorted clothing – 0-3 months  
• Boys spring n’ summer clothing – 0-12 months 
• Diapers- preemie to size 5 
• Winter snowsuits/warm outerwear- boys and girls 
• Plastic baby bottles 
• Sleepers, onesies, undershirt 

Baby needs ... 



Congratulating Stephanie Lang, Birthright board secretary – 5 years! 

I became familiar with Birthright of Pittsburgh in 2011. A student at the University of Pittsburgh at the 
time, I attended a Walk-A-Thon organized by Birthright to show my support for the pro-life group. Admitted-
ly, though, I was also there to fulfill service requirements for an organization I had just joined on Pitt’s cam-
pus – I did not have the intention of volunteering with Birthright past the day of the Walk-A-Thon. However, 
once I heard about Birthright’s mission and work and learned of a need for a new secretary on their board, I 
realized that I could do more than simply say I was pro-life. I have been serving as our secretary ever since. 

 
Always interested in languages and fascinated by the derivation and meaning of different words, I 

loved studying Latin and ancient Greek and earned a bachelor’s degree in Classics from Pitt in 2014. Despite 
the seemingly impractical knowledge of these old, “dead” languages, I rather enjoy knowing, for instance, 
that the word “pregnant” comes from the Latin word “prae” (meaning “before”) and a form of the 
word “gnasci” (meaning “to be born”).  While there is a Latin word “praegnas” that means pregnant, I have 
read many Latin texts that use the word “gravis” instead. In one sense, this word carries the poetic imagery 
of being “swollen” or “heavy” with child. However, I always found it interesting that the meaning 
of “gravis” could also mean “burdensome,” “grave,” or “oppressed.” Linguistically, several other languages 
(some Slavic languages, for example) have words for “pregnant” that carry similar meanings. Many of us may 
find this vocabulary archaic and/or irrelevant because we see bringing a new baby into the world as a beauti-
ful miracle of life. Fortunately, medical advances have made pregnancies much less grave than they were in 
the past. On the other hand, though, I think it’s important to remember that there are many young women 
for whom a pregnancy is still very much a challenging time of uncertainty. 

 
It‘s nearly impossible to imagine what many Birthright clients face when they become pregnant, but I am 
proud that our organization acknowledges and listens to the difficulties of those who come to us. We strive 
to do all we can to show clients alternatives to abortion and provide them with resources to lighten their 
needs – financial, emotional, or anything in between. Volunteering with Birthright ultimately appealed to me 
because of our unfailing commitment to both a mother and her baby. I hope that each woman who comes to 
Birthright finds strength and courage to deliver her baby and that our efforts at Birthright lessen her worries.  



NEW BIRTHRIGHT VOLUNTEER  -- Sue Rakiecz! 

Sue is a retired nurse who worked many years in local hospitals. She has a 
firm belief in the sanctity of life and looks forward to helping clients. 


