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New members sign-on to support organization

Mark Likoudis, Birthright board president, welcomes Lauren Lipinski, to serve on the board
of directors in community relations.

Lauren Marie Lipinski was born and raised in the North Hills of Pittsburgh, attended Drexel University
and received a bachelor’s degree in interior design. She earned a master’s degree in architecture at Clemson
University. In addition, she has worked in a number of large architectural design firms, is the owner and principle of LAMA Design Studio and executes many commercial design projects such as churches, offices, restaurants, and residential projects.
Lauren is happily married with two wonderful children. The family attends a community church
where she has served for 13 years as a girl’s elementary Bible teacher. She has a great love for children of
any age and her passion for children starts at life. She also has a special heart for mentoring women.
“Life is sacred and unique,” said Lauren. “Science proves that a baby's DNA is completely separate
from the mother at conception. A mother's changing emotions, conditions of her environment and timing
cannot change this single and profound truth. Each life is uniquely made for a purpose, as unique as each
person's DNA. It is a human right for this life to be born and loved. I believe in providing hope, love and support to these babies by loving their mothers and guiding them to the only choice, to life.”

NEW TREASURER

Michael Repasky assumes the position of treasurer.
He replaced Bob Kesicki who retired after 12 years.

Birthright is honored to introduce Michael Repasky as he begins to serve as treasurer for the
Birthright Board of Directors. Michael holds a bachelor of science degree in business administration
and a master’s degree in business administration from Duquesne University. He has worked in many
positions over his career in both small business and the corporate world.
Michael and his wife, Michelle, are the blessed parents of four daughters, all of whom attend
Aquinas Academy in Gibsonia. They serve as parent ambassadors on the Ambassadors Advisement
Board.
Michael also serves on the finance council at his home parish of St. Richard in Gibsonia. He is an
active member with the parish team for Christ Renews. He and his family are involved in numerous
programs within their parish.

Mary Robson (L) and Sophie Graf, new volunteer.

Sharon Serratore is the new Red
Rose Day coordinator.

My husband, Ben, and I live in Mt. Lebanon. I’ve worked and served in business, non-profit, church
ministry, and as a freelance writer.
I hold a degree in pastoral ministry from Duquesne University along with a dual bachelor’s degree in
economics and communications from the University of Pittsburgh.
Three reasons I volunteer with Birthright are: first, because of its core mission to provide practical resources and support to help pregnant women bear their children; second, because care and support are lovingly offered to both the woman and the child without judgment (fathers too!). This is part of their remarkable mission and mission statement: to love them both; and third, by its’ interdenominational character Birthright recognizes that all human life is willed and created by God first, no matter the circumstances of conception.

Paula Smith and Mary Robson, volunteer, attended a
Pastors’ Luncheon organized by Meredith Parente. Not
pictured is Sharon Serratore, who also attended.

Smokescreens in Society
by Paula A. Smith

The popular television program, “Gunsmoke” was broadcast from 1955-1975.

Early days of the “Wild West” seemed to have its’ own brand of social justice depicted in a popular television show called “Gunsmoke” that left a smoking gun in modern society.
Many of you remember Gunsmoke or have watched the television reruns of the show that
took place in the late 1800s in the setting of the frontier town of Dodge City, Kansas. The main characters of the show were: Marshall Matt Dillon, Dr. Galen (“Doc”) Adams, Kathleen (“Kitty”) Russell and
Chester Goode who was replaced by Festus Haggen. These roles were played by James Arness, Milburn
Stone, Amanda Blake, Dennis Weaver and Ken Curtis.
One episode called “The Schoolmarm” intrigued me because it was a story about a young,
unmarried schoolteacher, Sarah Merkle (Charlotte Stewart), living in Dodge City, who had been assaulted, raped and became pregnant. When a widower with a young son confronted her rapist in her defense, a fight ensued and an accidental fall resulted in the rapist’s death. Attempting to protect the
school teacher, the widower refused to divulge the reasons for the altercation to Marshall Dillon and
was subsequently locked in jail on murder charges. Meanwhile, old Doc Adams knew the real story and
pleaded with Merkle to explain her situation to the marshall so the widower would be released to parent
his son.
But Merkle defiantly refused and made it clear to Doc she did not want the baby she was
carrying and revealed her plan to tell people a fictitious story about going to visit an aunt far away before her delivery date and give the baby up for adoption there. The stigma of being an unwed mother
was too much embarrassment for her in the town where she was highly regarded along with the unpleasant memory of being victimized by a man she despised. No, she did not want to tell anyone about
being raped and she did not want the baby.
However, when she realized the devastating impact of her actions on her young student
who would lose his father if he was sent to jail on a murder charge, she changed her mind. Immediately
she went to the marshall to relate her circumstances.
In the end, the widower was released from jail but was required to meet with the judge.
He expressed love for Sarah, proposed and offered to raise her baby as his own with his son who adored
her. After careful consideration, she happily agreed to marry him.
The story was first televised on February 25, 1974 – a little over a year after the Supreme Court
decision of Roe v. Wade to legalize abortion on January 22, 1973. Although a fictional story, it could have
happened in real life 125 years ago, the 1970s or today. The social stigma of being an unwed mother has
lessened but remains present in society today. The moral to the story resonates in the words of Louise
Summerhill, founder of Birthright, first spoken in 1968: “It is the right of every pregnant woman to give
birth and the right of every child to be born.”

We Welcome All

by Adriana Larregina, Birthright of Pittsburgh Volunteer
To volunteer in an organization requires identifying ourselves with the core principles of the institution. If that organization is involved in a humanitarian cause, it is very likely its’ core values include one
of the definitions of the word humanitarian meaning, “Saving human lives and the alleviation of human
suffering.”
At Birthright we defend the right to life. We strive to be the voice for the unborn and to help the
mother give birth with dignity and pride. To us, everyone has the right to live a fulfilling life that begins
at the very moment of conception.
Our mission to serve without discrimination is validated by the will of the organization to expand
and reach everyone in our community, a difficult initiative that may take long to achieve, but that is already in progress.
As a native of South America, I was thrilled when Paula Smith, our executive director, asked if I
could help open the mission of Birthright to the Latino community. This is something I can do, I thought,
since my primary language is Spanish. More importantly, that request told me from the very beginning
of my service, that Birthright wants to help more people in our diverse community.
What a delicate gesture it is to talk to a client in her native language! What a warm welcoming to
be greeted with words that you heard and spoke since your childhood, those words that it make easier
for you to express yourself.
If you search Birthright of Pittsburgh’s website, you will notice its’ contents can be read in English
and Spanish and that our brochure has been translated into Spanish. Although slower than I would like,
we are making progress to communicate better with the Spanish-speaking community. I am proud to say
that I am a part of an institution that values life without conditions, understands the needs of the people
it helps, and is willing to expand in order to serve more. I know expanding our services to the Latino
community is the first step of many others that Birthright will take to assist anyone who is part of our
beautiful and diverse community so that anyone who calls us might say, “At Birthright I feel welcome.”

Birthright of Pittsburgh helped 31 pregnant women requesting assistance with
housing and emergency shelter in 2016.

Paula Smith receives Birthright baby gifts from LaVerne Winkowski, president,
and members of Millvale Franciscan Associates at an Epiphany Party.

Ask your employer to sign you up for Birthright Contributor Choice #224.

