
Dear Supporters of Birthright of Pittsburgh,

What is a birthright? According to the Merriam-Webster 
dictionary, it is a specific privilege, possession, or right 
that a person is entitled to from birth, often involving 
inheritance, property, or citizenship.  Birthright is also 
mentioned several times in the Bible.  As an interde-
nominational organization, we can look at birthright as 
a special right or privilege as God’s chosen people. 

Our society likes to talk about this right and that right.  
How about the right of every single person, regardless 
of race or circumstance, to be born and to have a 
chance to experience life and to make a difference?  
Your support of Birthright of Pittsburgh helps uphold the 
dignity of every mother and child to be treated with 
compassion and without judgement through difficult 
circumstances.

Pictured right are members of Knights of Columbus 
Council #3907 and #1400 assisting one of our sec-
ond-time moms moving her and her two children into 
a new home for a “fresh start.”  Not only did they offer 
physical assistance helping her move, they also gra-
ciously covered some extra moving expenses she was 
struggling to afford. KOC #3907 councilmember Bill 
Romig said he was struck by our client’s obvious love 
for her two children and her determination to make this 
“new start” a better place for them. Supporters like you 
and the Knights of Columbus help to make our client’s 
move possible as she adjusts to being a mom of two. 

In service to moms and babies,
Nina Tomko
Executive Director

Christina Aquilina
Director of Community Relations 
Board Member

Local Office: 412-621-1988 | 24/7 chat: www.birthright.org
hope@birthrightofpittsburgh.org  | birthrightpittsburgh.org

 “I t is... the right of 
every child to be born.”
        -  Louise Summerhill,
           Founder of Birthright International



Meet our New President of the BoardMeet our New President of the BoardA. James Hite 
We are thrilled to announce that A. James Hite was elected as the 
new President of the Board of Directors! 

Thank youfor your service to Birthright
Mark Likoudis

Dear Birthright family,

It has been a great honor and privilege to serve on the Birthright Board 
serving as President for over 10 years now. I have enjoyed working with 
all the members, Birthright staff and volunteers so it is with a degree of 
sadness and reluctance that I think it is now time for new leadership for 
the coming years. It has been a joy while serving to see such dedicated 
people working to support the pro-life cause and mission of Birthright.  
It’s also gratifying to see during my tenure how Birthright has grown both 
organizationally and from a very fiscally tenuous position to one on very 
firm financial footing allowing the mission to expand into new areas.

I will continue to pray for Birthright’s mission and will help in any way I can 
for a smooth transition. My effective resignation will be June 1, 2026.

Again, thank you.  Its been a great honor of having served with all of 
you.

God Bless all of you and thank you,
Mark Likoudis

James has served as our Vice President since 2016.  He holds a Bach-
elor’s Degree in Marine Engineering Systems from the United States 
Merchant Marine Academy in Kings Point, New York. He is a former 
Lieutenant in the United States Naval Reserve and is Vice President 
of Combustion Service & Equipment Company in Pittsburgh.

He and his wife, Jennifer, are the parents of six children, all of whom 
attend or attended Aquinas Academy of Pittsburgh in Gibsonia, 
where he served on the board of directors for the past 10 years.

James has participated many times in the March for Life in Wash
ington, D.C., starting from childhood with his family. His children also 
participate in the March for Life. His home parish is St. Stanilaus Kos-
ka in the Strip District of Pittsburgh where he serves as an Extraordi-
nary Minister of the Eucharist.



On my drive home from Oakland, I pass a few of our 
campus kiosk advertisements near the Pitt Campus. 
Back in February, as I was passing one, it appeared 
to have a marking over top of it. I contacted some 
Pitt students and asked if they could go check it 
out. Kyra Kishore from the Choose Life group at Pitt 
quickly got back to me and sent me some pictures. 
It turns out it was more than a marking, and it wasn’t 
a friendly message. “SAFE ABORTION 4EVER” was just 
one of the messages with the QR code crossed out. 

Horrendous comments 
were written on our 
ads. As unsurprising as 
it is that someone took 
the time to do that, 
this action proves the 
importance of main-
taining a presence in the community. We have had many women this 
year already tell us they have seen our ads. Clearly, these ones are 
being noticed and we couldn’t be happier! For the women who need 
help and don’t know who to turn to, we can’t and won’t be invisible. 
We will continue these advertisements and continue to provide hope 
in someone’s darkest hour. Thank you for your ongoing prayers and 
financial support to continue our mission! 

From the Desk ofNina Tomko
Executive Director



NewNew  Babies

Sign up for our
			   E-NEWSLETTERS
Delivered right to your inbox!

Two 
little ones, 
Aspyn and 
Amauri

More bundles 
of joy



Birthright of Pittsburgh Scholarship Program
At Birthright of Pittsburgh, we want to see every mom succeed.  We are so excited! With 
the many generous donations we have accrued in the past 6 months, we are pleased to 
announce Birthright of Pittsburgh’s 2026-2027 Scholarship Program, with recipients receiving 
$2,500 to put towards higher education. Pregnant and parenting students who attend an 
accredited college or university will be eligible to apply. If you know of someone who could 
benefit from this, please spread the word. Check back on our website in the fall.

COMING SOON

WE NEED YOU TO MAKE THIS PROGRAM A SUCCESS! 
Please consider adding “scholarship” to the memo line or note of your donation. 
We appreciate you.

Thank you
TO OUR 
DONORS
In Memory of:
Rose A. Campana (Mary Lou Forgione)
Daria Lorenzi (J. Richard & Dianne Lynch)
Richard Hughes (Wanda Hughes)
Nancy Sullivan (Edward Sullivan)

In Honor of
Claire King (Maureen White)

DONATE ONLINE
TODAY
Every dollar adds up to helping to support 
our mission of offering compassionate, 
non-judgemental support and resources to 
mothers in need.



Meet Our New VolunteersMeet Our New Volunteers

Christina Aquilina
Director of Community Relations Board Member

Christina holds double Bachelor of Art degrees in Journal-
ism and Advertising/Public Relations and recently com-
pleted a Christendom College course on Theology of the 
Body. She has a background in Catholic and non-prof-
it communications and has been active in the pro-life 
movement since high school, believing in focusing on 
the dignity of every person. She currently volunteers with 
Mary’s Place and Walking with Moms in Need at Divine 
Grace Parish in Cranberry Township, PA. She does free-
lance communications and has a blog at flowerinthedes-
ert.org while caring for her three children, Giovanni, Anto-
nio, and Maria. 

Break the Break the StereotypeStereotype. Focus on . Focus on DignityDignity..

Patrick Dhooghe

I can’t wait to get started on doing more with Birthright of Pittsburgh. As the new Director of 
Community Relations board member, I want to work towards getting the Birthright name in 
the public more as a organization people know offers compassionate support that focuses on 
dignity.  Too many people have the stereotype of the pro-life movement just being a bunch of 
men that want to force women to have clumps of cells that shouldn’t be here. That stereotype 
couldn’t be more wrong. As a woman of minority heritage, I want people to see the pro-life 
movement and Birthright as working towards seeing that every human being, regardless of 
race or circumstance, starting in the womb, has the right to life and to be treated with dignity 
and respect. Compassionate support helps makes sure that happens. 

Hello! My name is Patrick Dhooghe, and I am a Texas native who 
moved to Pittsburgh in February of 2025. I graduated from the Uni-
versity of Texas at Dallas with a bachelor’s in business administration 
and currently work as a pricing analyst. In my free time, I enjoy cook-
ing, camping, hiking, and Texas two-stepping. Coming from a family 
with seven adopted children, and recently becoming a father myself, I 
firmly believe that children are among the greatest gifts in life and that 
we are called to help those in need, parents and children alike. I am 
incredibly grateful for the opportunity to pitch in and help such a great 
cause and organization.



Christina Aquilina
Director of Community Relations Board Member

We Need Your Help

 

Join Our Team
All Volunteer Requirements:
•	 Must be 18 years of age or older
•	 Must be able to get to and from our Oakland office on N 

Craig Street for shift work and/or meetings
•	 Client Volunteers must be able to volunteer consistently, at 

least 2-hours per week

Volunteer Opportunities
Client Volunteer (HIGH PRIORITY!!!)
•	 We need dedicated, caring, and compassionate volun-

teers to work directly with women in need and/or in crisis. 
Training provided.

•	 Duties: answering phone, emails, performing client intakes, 
performing weekly check ins, performing pregnancy tests, 
researching and providing community resources, helping 
clients fill out and send paperwork, pack supplies for moms 
and babies.

•	 Choose your own day (Any day between the hours of 8 
a.m.-8 p.m.)

Office Organization Volunteer
•	 Can come to the office individually or with the organization 

group to work on specific organization, sorting, and clean-
ing tasks

•	 Examples: taking and recording inventory, sorting diapers, 
organization storage room, sorting and folding clothing into 
bins, etc.

•	 No consistent shift required

Delivery Volunteer
•	 Pick up supplies from the office, contact clients, and deliv-

er their supplies and materials.
 
Board of Directors Vice-President
Board of Directors Director of Recruitment

If you are interested in any of these positions, 
please reach out to Executive Director Nina 
Tomko at hope@birthrightpittsburgh.org. 

Working 
Together 

to Support 
Mothers and 

Babies 
Scan the QR code to learn 
more about volunteering 
with Birthright of Pittsburgh!

Connect 
with Us



Birthright of Pittsburgh
160 N. Craig St. Ste 116
Pittsburgh, PA 15213
412-621-1988

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The right to be born starts with 

                                        love and compassion
For over 50 years, Birthright has been helping women 
with unplanned pregnancies. Birthright is committed to 
providing confidential, non-judgmental support to any 
woman who is pregnant or thinks she might be preg-
nant, no matter her age, race, circumstances, religion, 
marital status, or financial situation.  Along with provid-
ing love and support, we help her with essentials such as 
pregnancy testing, medical, housing, and counseling 
referrals as well as maternity and baby items. Through 
Birthright’s strong support system, she can realize hope 
for her future.

Our Free and Confidential Helpline is available 24/7
birthrightofpittsburgh.org | 412-621-1988


